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2018 Rules and Handicapping Roadshow Agenda
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Time Item

9.00 Registration

9.30 Welcome and Introductions

9.35

2019 Rules of Golf ςAshton Bradbury, David Wilson

A guide to the most significant of the changes to the rules of golf that 

come into effect on 1 January 2019

10.35 Break

10.45 2019 Rules of Golf - continued

11.45

Golf Management Group (GMG) ςGMG representative

GMG is a purchasing alliance created in 2010 by experienced golf club 

operators to save costs for golf clubs. 

12.00
Lunch/networking 

Light buffet lunch will be available 

13.00

World Handicap System - Trefor Davies

An introduction to the World Handicap System due to come in to 

effect in 2020.

2:15 Wrap up and final questions

2:45 Depart



New Rules of Golf for 2019

Key rule changes
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Rules Presentation

ÅBackground

ÅKey rules changes

ÅCommittee considerations

ÅAction points
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The Aims of the New Rules

ÅBe easily understood and applied by all golfers

ÅBe consistent, simple and fair

ÅUse a consistent approach for similar situations

ÅSupport prompt Pace of Play
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Rules Materials

ÅRules of Golf

ÅPlayersô Edition; shorter version covering key rules

ÅThe Official Guide; contains interpretations , committee procedures 
and m odified rules of golf for players with disabilities

ÅR&A Website: www.RandA.org

ÅRules of Golf App
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http://www.randa.org/


The Structure of the Rules
RULES CONTENT

1-4 The basics of the game

5-6 How to play a round and a hole

7-11 Actually playing the ball

12 -13 Bunkers and putting greens

14 Lifting a ball and putting it back in to play

15 -16 Free relief ( eg from abnormal course conditions)

17 -19 Penalty relief ( eg unplayable ball)

20 Resolving rules issues

21 -24 Other forms of play ( eg stableford)
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The Key Rules Changes
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The Course;5 Defined Areas -
Rule 2

ÅThe General Area

oEverywhere on the course except the specific areas

ÅThe Specific Areas

oThe Teeing Area; for hole being played

oThe Putting Green; for hole being played

oBunkers

oPenalty Areas (water hazards in current rules)
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Finding & Identifying Your Ball -
Rule 7

ÅMay take reasonable actions to find & identify the ball.

ÅLifting a ball to identify it

o No need to inform playing partners before lifting a ball to 
identify it. 

o Mark it before it is lifted.

o Can only clean the ball enough to identify it 

o Replace it on original spot.

ÅNo longer a penalty if a player accidentally moves his 
ball whilst searching for it. Ball must be replaced.
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Lifting and Returning a Ball to 
Play (Rule 14)

ÅReplacing a ball

oMark the ball before lifting if it is to be replaced on 
its original spot

oUse original ball (usually)

o If the original spot is not known it must be estimated
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Lifting and Returning a Ball to Play 
(Rule 14)

ÅDropping a ball in taking relief

oUse original ball or another ball

oMust be dropped straight down from Knee height*

oMust be dropped in a relief area and come to rest in the 
relief area

oMust not touch player/equipment before hitting ground

ÅKnee height means the height of the playerôs knee when 
in a standing position
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Relief Areas

ÅUsed when obtaining free or penalty relief  

ÅIdentify the reference point from which the relief area 
is measured The relief area;

o Is either 1 or 2 club lengths (longest club exc putter) 
from the reference point depending on the rule

oMust not be nearer the hole than the reference point

oMust ensure no interference from the condition 
(when taking free relief )

oMay have to be in certain defined areas of the course 
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Abnormal Course Conditions ï
Rule 16

ÅNow include

oAnimal Holes

oGUR

o Immovable Obstructions

oTemporary Water (casual water)

ÅAn animal hole is a hole dug by any animal (except 
worms & insects)
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Abnormal Course Conditions -
relief for Ball in General Area 
Rule 16
ÅDrop without penalty

ÅReference point is the nearest point of complete relief 
in general area

ÅRelief Area:

o Is 1 club length

oMust be in the general area

oMust not be nearer the hole than the reference point

oProvides complete relief
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Relief area for Abnormal Course 
Conditions an example

General Area of Course
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Relief area for Abnormal Course 
Conditions an example

General Area of Course
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Abnormal Course Conditions -
relief for Ball in Bunker Rule 16

ÅDrop without penalty

oNearest point of complete relief must be in bunker

oRelief area must be in bunker

ÅDrop under penalty

oDrop outside the bunker

oBack on the line relief

o1 stroke penalty
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Relief area for Abnormal Course 
Conditions an example

Bunkers
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Penalty Areas - Rule 17 (replace 
water hazards)

ÅAny area of water on the course (except temporary 
water)

ÅAny other part of the course defined by the Committee 
as a penalty area

ÅCommittee may elect to mark all penalty areas red

ÅPlayer can touch and remove loose impediments

ÅPlayer can ground a club
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Penalty Areas relief options ï
Rule 17

ÅRelief options with 1 shot penalty:

oStroke & Distance relief (see slide 24) 

oBack on the line relief

oLateral relief red penalty areas only: 2 club length 
relief area  

oNo longer allowed relief on the opposite margin of a 
red penalty area unless a local rule is in place

oFor a ball in penalty area no relief for abnormal 
course conditions, embedded ball or unplayable ball. 
Play ball as it lies or proceed under rule 17. 
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Penalty Areas ïRule 17
Relief Options for Red Penalty 
Area
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Video
Back 
on line

Video
Lateral 
Relief

Videos/07a Procedure for Taking Back on a Line Relief.mp4
Videos/09 Procedure for Taking Lateral Relief.mp4


Out of Bounds & Lost Ball ïRule 
18 

ÅOnly 3 minutes to search for and find a ball

ÅStroke and Distance relief still applies;

oTeeing area: play a ball from anywhere in teeing 
area and may tee the ball

oPutting green: place a ball at point where last played 
from

oAll other areas: drop a ball in a 1 club length relief 
area at point last played from
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Out of Bounds & Lost Ball ïRule 
18 
ÅNew local rule option;

oDrop a ball in a relief area near to where ball 
thought to be lost or crossed the course boundary

o2 stroke penalty

oMay help with pace of play

oAppropriate for general play or casual rounds

oNot for Handicap Qualifying Comps
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Out of Bounds & Lost Ball ïRule 18

Relief area for lost ball 
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Unplayable Ball - Rule 19

ÅRelief options under 1 shot penalty:

oStroke & Distance

oBack on the line;  1 club length relief area

oLateral relief; 2 club length relief area from where 
ball lay

ÅNew additional relief option for bunkers:

oFor a 2 shot penalty player may drop back on the 
line outside the bunker
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Unplayable Ball - Rule 19

relief options
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Unplayable Ball Rule 19

Relief options from a bunker
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Bunkers ïRule 12

ÅMay now remove loose impediments (as well as 
movable obstructions)

ÅStill not allowed to touch the sand to test its condition

ÅStill not allowed to touch the sand with a club;

o right in front/behind the ball or

o on the backswing for a stroke or

o on a practice swing
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Putting Green - Rule 13
Damage

ÅCan repair 

oBall marks, spike marks 

oOld hole plugs, turf plugs, seams of cut turf 

oAnimal tracks or hoof marks

oCan remove embedded objects

ÅCannot repair

oAeration Holes or verti -cutting grooves

oDamage from irrigation or rain

oBare or diseased areas or natural wear of the hole
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Putting Green ïRule 13
Ball Moved

ÅAccidentally causing a ball to move

oNo Penalty

oReplace ball

ÅBall moved by natural forces ( eg wind )

oNo penalty

oIf ball had been lifted & replaced then replace 
the ball where it lay

oIf ball had not been lifted & replaced, play it as 
it lies .
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Flagstick ïRule 13

ÅFlagstick may be left in the hole

o including for a stroke from on the putting green

ÅCan still remove or have it attended

ÅMust decide before making a stroke

ÅNo Penalty if ball hits flagstick in the hole

ÅNo Penalty if ball accidentally hits a removed flagstick

ÅPlay the ball as it lies
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Quick Fire Points

ÅAccidentally hitting ball more than once: no penalty

ÅCaddie cannot stand behind player from when player 
begins to take their stance

ÅNo penalty if the ball hits the player/caddie/equipment 
accidentally; play it as it lies (usually)

ÅRelief for embedded ball available in the general area 
(fairway height or less requirement removed)

ÅDistance Measuring Devices; allowed unless a local rule 
prohibits them

ÅInterference from wrong green includes stance & swing
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Considerations for Committees
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Entry Forms ïKey Changes

ÅTerms of Competition not Conditions of Competition

ÅSome óConditions of Competitionô will now be local rules

ÅHow to decide ties

oDefault for a match which ends in a half will be that 
extra holes must be played to find a winner
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Local Rules will need to be 
updated

ÅUpdate in line with Model Local Rules

ÅNew terms and rule numbers

ÅRemove óoutdatedô local rules

oStones in bunkers

oDistance Measuring Devices

oEmbedded Ball

ÅConsider if any new local rules are needed
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Penalty Areas

ÅMost penalty areas should be marked red

ÅDefining areas not containing water as penalty areas;

oProvides an alternative to stroke & distance relief

oMay help pace of play

oWill it maintain the challenge of the hole?

oConsistency across the golf course

oUnplayable ball option not available in a penalty area
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Ready Golf in Stroke Play

ÅPlaying out of turn in a safe and responsible way to 
assist pace of play

oHoling out a short putt

oPlaying before helping a fellow competitor in a ball 
search

oPlaying first if fellow competitor still to arrive at their 
ball

oPlaying first if fellow competitor considering a 
difficult shot

ÅDoes your club encourage ready golf?
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The Official Guide: Committee 
Procedures Section

ÅLots of helpful information for competition committees

oThe role of the competition committee

oSetting the terms of the competition

oMarking the golf course

oPolicies for pace of play and player conduct

oModel Local rules

ÅWell worth a look www.RandA.org
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http://www.randa.org/


Next Steps; the Competition 
Committee

ÅMake use of www.RandA.org 

ÅGo through the Committee Procedures

ÅRead the new Rules of Golf

ÅReview course marking, local rules, scorecards

ÅAsk us; we will help

oEmail questions to rules@walesgolf.org

oLevel 2 rules schools in January 2019
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Next Steps; your golfers

ÅPlease help to inform your members

ÅEncourage them to

oRead the Playerôs Edition of the rules

oVisit www.RandA.org for more information

oDownload the R&A Rules App

ÅUse this presentation if you wish

ÅWales Golf will run club rules presentations in 2019
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Quiz Time!!
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